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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


Upon the 
Preſent STATE 


O F 


RELIGION in England. 


S both Hiſtory and Experience 
have ſufficiently confirmed to us, 


the great Importance it is of to a 
Nation, to be well ſettled in its Religious 
Eſtabliſhment, I ſhall. in the following Pa- 
ges caſt together a few Thoughts which na- 
turally occurr'd to me, upon conſidering the 
preſent Temper which ſeems to affect great 
Numbers of Perſons in this Iſland, as to Re- 


* in general, and the Church of England 
B in 


(2) 


in particular. And in ſo doing, I ſhall en- 
deayour to avoid all Appearances of Bigot- 
try and Superſtition ; leaſt whilſt I am un- 
dertaking to defend our excellent Church, I 
may be thought by ſome Men to be an Ad- 
vocate for what they call Przeſtcraft : And 


therefore, I ſhall conſider this Matter 


with a View meerly to our National Hap- 
pineſs, and upon a true Political Foot. That 
there is a Spirit of [rrelzgzou-yery-common 
here, is obvious to every one; which vents 
itſelf in continual Abuſes and Reflections 
upon Religion in general, and the Church 
of England, and its Clergy, more particu- 
larly. From whence this proceeds, and to 
what it tends, ſhall be the Subject of theſe 


Papers; and if by obviating the ill Conſe- 


quences which muſt naturally follow from 
this Diſpoſitiori that has got ſuch a' head 
amengſt us, encouraged and fomented by 
deſigning Men, I can be of any Service 


to my Country, it is all the Reward I de- 


fire for my Labour. If I am not fo fortu- 
77 nate 


3 


nate as to ſucceed, I ſhall ſtill have the Hap- 
pineſs of ſatisfying my Conſcience, that I 
have done my Duty as a Chriſtian and an 
_ Engliſhman. Thus much I think proper to 
premiſe, that whatever Cavils are made, or 
Faults found with what ſhall here be ſaid, 
by thoſe who think themſelves gall'd by 
any Thing here advanced, I do declare I 
{ſhall make no ſort of Anſwer to them; be- 
ing fully perſwaded that what is here ſaid, 
can admit of no true and rational Objection, 
and that it muſt have its due Weight with 
all Honeſt and truly Religious Men, who 
conſequently wiſh well to the W 8 of 
their Fellow Subjects. 

In order therefore to trace this Matter to 
its very Source, I muſt beg leave to lead 
my good-natured Reader ſome Steps back 
into paſt Times, to take a View of the Cauſe 
and Conſequence of the Reformation of 
the Church here in Ezgland. 

When Chriſtianity had by the Excellen- 


cy of its Doctrine, and the holy and blame- 
B 2 leſs 
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in particular. And in ſo doing, I ſhall en- 
deayour to avoid all Appearances of Bigot- 
try and Superſtition ; leaſt whilſt J am un- 
dertaking to defend our excellent Church, I 
may be thought by ſome Men to be an Ad- 


vocate for what they call Prieſſcraſt. And 


therefore, I ſhall conſider this Matter 
with a View meerly to our National Hap- 


pineſs, and upon a true Political Foot. That 


there is a Spirit of Irreligion very common 
\ here, is obvious to every one; which vents 
itſelf in continual Abuſes and Reflections 
upon Religion in general, and the Church 
of England, and its Clergy, more particu- 
larly. From whence this proceeds, and to 


what it tends, ſhall be the Subject of theſe. 
Papers; and if by obviating the ill Conſe- 


quences which muſt naturally follow from 
this Diſpoſition that has got ſuch a head 
zmongſt us, encouraged and fomented by 
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to my Country, it is all the Reward I de- 
fire for my Labour. If I am not fo fortu- 
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nate as to ſucceed, I ſhall ſtill have the Hap- 


pineſs of ſatisfying my Conſcience, that I 
have done my Duty as a Chriſtian and an 
Engliſhman. Thus much I think proper to 
premiſe, that Whatever Cavils are made, or 
Faults found with what ſhall here be ſaid, 


by thoſe who think themſelves gall'd by 


any Thing here advanced, I do declare I 
thall make no ſort of Anſwer to them; be- 
ing fully perſwaded that what is here ſaid, 
can admit of no true and rational Objection, 
and that it muſt have its due Weight with 
all Honeſt and truly Religious Men, who 
conſequently wiſh well .to the Happineſs of 
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In order therefore to trace this Matter to 
its very Source, I muſt beg leave to lead 
my good-natured Reader ſome Steps back 
into paſt Times, to take a View of the Cauſe 
and Conſequence of the Reformation of 
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leſs Lives of its firſt Profeſſors and Teach- 
ers, triumphantly trampled on the Ruins of 
Paganiſm, the World continued for ſome 
time after in a true and perfect State of 


Chriſtian Charity and Simplicity, and in a N 


holy reciprocal Tenderneſs between thoſe 
who endeayoured to maintain and propagate 
that Faith, and thoſe who piouſly received 
their Inſtructions; until by ſeveral Steps, 
too numerous and tedious to mention now, 
the Biſhop of Rome, contrary to all Senſe 


of Religion and Goodneſs, wickedly uſurped 


Dominions to which he had no Right ; and 
thus by a monſtrous Abſurdity, abſolutely 
contradictory to the Chriſtian Syſtem, made 
himſelf a temporal Prince ; and then moſt 
impiouſly taking to himſelf the Title of 
Vicar of Je ſus Chriſt, and Succeſſor to St. 
Peter, pretended to lord it over Princes 
and Subjects, and not over their Conſciences 
only, but by that Means over their Domini. 


ons and temporal Poſſeſſions. To ſupport 
himſelf in theſe Pretenſions, he turn'd true 


Re- 


(5) 


Religion into ſenſeleſs Superſtition, and 

eſtabliſhed ſuch a Syſtem of Divinity, and 
ſuch a Government in the Church, as were 
beſt calculated for the enſlaving of Mens 
Minds; and conſequently by that means be- 
ing Maſter of every Thing elſe, he permit- 


ted and encouraged ſome hot-brain'd, en- 
thuſiaſtick, and more deſigning Men, to be 
Heads of different Orders ; which by De- 
grees were eſtabliſhed into different Com- 
munities, and became Refuges for Superſti- 
tious, for Cunning, and for Lazy Perſons, 
whoin a ſhort Time grew ſo numerous as 
to over-run both Countries, Towns, and Vil- 
lages, and were ſtrong Advocates to main- 
tain and ſupport the Cauſe of that Power 
who firſt encouraged their Foundation, and 
ſtrengthened and protected it by all the Aid 
that the Pretence of Religion can dend, when 
wreſted to bad Purpoſes by deſigning and 
wicked Men And this was the eaſier to effect, 
as they found the World in a Devout and 
Godly Diſpoſition, and conſequentiy ready 


tO 


(6) 
to receive any Thing that could be delivered 
to them from theſe Men, under a Colour and 
Shew of Piety, They fail'd not to run this 
to the utmoſt Height: From hencethoſe Le- 
gends of Miracles, wrought by Saints who 
had no Sort of Pretence to that glorious Ti- 
tle : From hence all thoſe monſtrous, ab- 
ſurd, and ridiculous Lies and Stories, which 
were every where ſpread, and gain'd great 
Credit in a bigotted and ignorant World: 
For theſe Eccleſiaſticks, ſent forth to guard 
and increaſe the Papal Authority, took all 
poſſible Care to prevent all Inſtruction of 
the Laity, either High or Low, that they 
might be no Ways able to queſtion the 
Authority or Capacity of theſe Workers of 
Miracles; and thereby diminiſh the Reve- 
rence which they knew it was abſolutely 
neceſſary for their Purpoſes, that the World 
ſhould have for them. Hence the barba- 
rous Ignorance which reigned in theſe 
Times over the whole Chriſtian World, and 
was one Cauſe of the Deſtruction of Learn- 
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ing, and all uſeful Sciences; and this Ig- 
norance ſtill continues in a leſsDegree amongſt 
the lower Sort of People in all Roman Ca- 
tholick Countries at this very Day, encou- 
raged by the ſame Reaſons that firſt began 
it: Nor would either the Romiſh Clergy 
or Laity ever have been half ſo enlightened 
as they now are, had not the frequent Attacks, 
made by the Proteſtant Writers upon the 
Ignorance and Vices of the Papiſts, caus?d 
them to take more Pains to be inſtructed, and 
have a more watchful Eye over their Con- 
duct. It were an endleſs, as well as an un- 
neceflary Task, to deſcribe the horrible Ab- 
ſurdities, Blaſphemies, and all imaginable 
Villanies, that were the Offsprings of Su- 
perſtition and Ignorance, thus cunningly 
and wickedly rais'd and kept on foot by 
a ſelfiſh and deſigning Clergy : The World 
is well enough acquainted with the con- 
ſtant Behaviour of the Church of Rome from 
its very Foundation to this Day ; and the 
Doctrine and Conduct of that Church, is 


ſuf. 


(8) 
ſufficiently known to all who are the leaſt 
acquainted with Hiſtory, or with what does 
ſtill happen in the World: And as 1 ſhall 
have occalion to make mention of that 
Church more than once before I come to the 
End of this Paper, I ſhall not now proceed 
to deſcribe the various Scenes of Superſtiti. 
on, Rage, Madneſs, and the moſt execrable 
Vices and Villanies, that could be put in 
practice, or encouraged by artful Men, de- 


termin'dto abuſe ſimple and devout Perſons; 


and who, in ſhort, wreſted the beſt Thing to 
the worſt Purpoſes, and made the moſt ex- 
cellent Religion ſerve as a Cloak to cover 


the darkeſt Deſigns! Tantum Religio potuit 


ſuadere malorum? I therefore now go on 
to obſerve, that the Church of Rome, and 
its Clergy, were got to ſuch a Height of Pow- 
er, that they exerciſed moſt intolerable Ty- 
ranny over Men's Conſciences and Poſſeſſi- 
ons: This grew ſo very burthenſome, that 
in ſeveral Places they ſhook off the Papal 


Yoke: In this Iſland in particular the Vexa. | 
tions 
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tions of the Popes, by their Legates and Mi- 
niſters, became moſt inſupportable; and the 
flagrant Vices, the ambitious Deſires of Pow- 
er and Poſſeſſions, (and the real Enjoyment 
of them,) of the Popiſh Clergy, where eve- 
ry Day more and more intolcrable to a braye 
People. 

The Foreign Reformers, therefore, and 
fe other Learned and Pious Perſons, having 

Opportunities of frequenting our Country- 

men, found the greateſt Part of them, not 
only well diſpoſed to, but even very deſirous - 
of a Reformation of the Church; and they 
endeavour'd by all poſſible Methods to pro- 
mote and haſten on the bleſſed Work ; which, 
however, would have been long in bringing 
to Perfection, (as is the Nature of ſuch 
Things; ) but at laſt the Time fix d by Pro- 
vidence arriv'd, and fayourable Circumſtan- 
ces concurr'd to ſecond their Endeayours, 
and Henry the Eighth, then on the Throne, 
was deſtined to begin it. That Monarch 

| C diſguſted 
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diſguſted at tbe Court of Name for not 
coming into his Meaſures, lent his Au- 
thority to begin the Reformation of the 
Church in this Kingdom; and by the Na- 
tion's being ſo much diſpoſed to it, and 
ſo very earneſt for it, it was improv'd and 
carried to a greater Height and Perfection 
in the Reign of his Son and Succeſſor, Ed- 
ward the Sixth, than Henry perhaps de- 
ſigned, or could have imagined, when he be- 
gan it; and notwithſtanding the Interruption 
given to it by the cruel and bigotted Diſpoſi- 
tion of Queen Mary, who, by. the Advice of 


the Popiſh Clergy, and by her own gloomy. 


and inhuman Temper, uſed all poſſible Seve- 
rites upon her Proteſtant. Subjects, and tried 
Flames, and all other Methods of Perſecution, 
in order to deſtroy the Spirit of Reformation, 
which in the Reigns of her Brother and Fa- 
ther had got to a great Height; I ſay, not- 


withſtanding all this, the Church, purg'd from 


all its Errors, receiy'd its full and juſt Eſtab- 
liſnments 


— 


6 


liſkments in the glorious Reign of the immor- 
tal Elizabeth ; for ſuch we may term her ; 
for her Fame will never die. 

Our firſt Reformers here, in their pious and 
earneſt Endeayours, took particular Care to 
keep a juſt and proper Medium between Ty- 
ranny and Superſttion, Anarchy and Confu- 
ſion; between the Church of Rome, and the fu- 
rious Spirit of Calvin They thought that Re- 
forming and Aboliſhing were very different 
Things ; and they wiſely judged that no 
Reaſon conld be given for deftroying the 
whole Order, and fundamental Goyernment 
of the Church, becauſe it had run out into 
Exuberances and Exceſs; and that ſuperſti- 
tious and bad Uſes had been made of ſeyera} 
Things, in their Nature innocent: It was 
(juſtly) their Opinion, That that Order of 
Men ought to be preſeryed, whoſe Succeſſion 
from the Apoſtles is ſufficiently proved, and 
whoſe Being is expreſly ſaid by Scripture to 
be neceſſary to the well governing the Church, 

| C. 2 They 
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They rejected all Things that were found 
contrary to the Holy Scriptures, and condu- 


cive to Superſtition and the Enſlaving of 


Mens Minds; and they kept whatever was 
either commanded by the Scriptures, or not 
diſapproy'd of by them, and were found to 
be uſeful and neceſſary to the regular Go- 
vernment of the Church, and towards the 
Maintenance of Order and Decency in Pub- 
lick Worſhip. It would exceed the Bounds 
1 propoſe to myſelf in theſe Papers, to enter 
Into a Detail of all the Circumſtances of the 
Reformation; it would be, beſides, an uſeleſs 
Piece of Work, ſince abler Pens than mine 
have fully laid open thoſe Matters: J ſhall 
therefore only briefly obſerye, that all poſſi- 


ble Care was taken to bring the Church as 


near to the Primitive Church, as it was poſſi- 
ble to do, upon the moſt mature Conſidera- 
tions. | 
But (as it has been always found by Experi- 
ence) the beſt Things can never meet with a 


general ; 
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general Approbation, there remained there- 
fore ſome Men who found Fault with this 
Reformation, as not being carried far enough: 
For their Notions of Reformation were a 
total Abolition of every Thing that had the 
leaſt Reſemblance to the Roman Church. 
Beſides, as it happens in all great Changes, 
theſe Men did not find their Account in this, 
as not getting into that Power or Conſidera- 
tion which their Pride made them hope for: 
Theſe Perſons were ſtill ſpurr'd on, and 
abetted by the Foreign Reformers at Geneva, 
who could not eaſily forgive thoſe concerned 
in the Reformation here, that their Model 
was not followed; and therefore Calum and 
Knox, and ſeveral more of thoſe hot-headed 
Gentlemen, who were for deſtroying Epiſco- 
pacy, and creating a Sort of Anarchy in Re- 
ligion, took all poſſible Methods to vilify 
and procure a mean Opinion of our Reforma- 
tion. 


Theſe 


( 14 ) 


Theſe were joined underhand by another 
Party, who hoped to find their Advantage 
in the Confuſion, that they flatter'd them- 


ſelves theſe Differences in Religion would 


ſoon be the Cauſe of, I mean the Papiſta; 
of which there remained ftill not a few; 
who (as it is natural to ſuppoſe) conceived 
Hopes of getting once more into Power, if 
they, by the Aid of the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, could raiſe a Diſlike of the eſtabliſhed 
Church: And as they dared not to avow 
their own Doctrine, nor make uſe of their 
own Weapons, they join'd themſelves to 
their moſt inveterate Enemies, and whom 
they moſt deteſted, with a View of cruſhing 
both them and the Church of Eugland, if 
Things ſucceeded to their Wiſh. For this 


Reaſon they perſonated Men of all Sects, that 


they might plant their Batteries upon every 
Place, and attack our Church from all Quar- 
ters; and by their Writings and Clamours 
againſt it, and its Clergy, they perſwaded 

themſel ves 


— 
r 
— al 


En 


themſelves they ſhould in T ime gain their 
Ends. The Reaſon why the Number of the 
Diſcontented increaſed ſo much, was alſo moſt 
undoubtedly, in a great Meaſure, this; They 
found, many People ſo much exaſperated 
at the Remembrance of the Tyranny and 
ill Uſage they met with from the Popiſh 
Clergy, and ſo ſhock'd at their flagrant Vices, 
than they could not bear the moſt remote 
Reſemblance to them, even in Things indiffe- 
rent, much leſs in Things of greater Mo- 
ment: Therefore the Hierarchy of the Church 
diſpleaſed them much; and they cou'd not 
bear the Thoughts of its being governed by 
Biſhops, becauſe there were Biſhops in the 
Romiſh Church; nor that they ſhou'd ordain 
the inferior Clergy, who ſhou'd be diſtin- 
guſhied from the Laity by their Habits, 
'Fheſe were ſome of their cheif Topicks, that 
they had continually in their Mouths; being 
ſo over-heated, or ſo blind, as not to ſee that 
the Abuſe of a Thing, in its Origin good, is. 


no 


| 
| 
| 


47 
: 
| 
' 
* 
; 
el 
F 
8 
* 
1 
| 
1 
" 
& 
12 
WS. 
1 
þ 
08 
1 
= 
IL 
1 
„ 
. 
0 5 
1 


a — 


(16) 


no ſubſtantial Reaſon for a total Abolition of 
it; and that, if the ſame Government of the 
Church, and ſome Ceremonies or Things 


relating to divine Worſhip were retained, it 


was upon their being moſt carefully examined, 


and cleanſed from all Appearances or Poſſibi- 
lity of Superſtition, and kept for Order, Re- 


gularity, and Decency; and as being either 
commanded by holy Writ, or no Ways re- 
pugnant to it. The Men who were in this 
way of thinking were eaſily worked upon by 
the enthuſiaſtick or deſigning Perſons I have 
before mentioned; and thus their Numbers 
increaſed. 


Theſe were the firſt Enemies who appeared 


againſt our excellent Church ; and theſe the 
Sources from whence flowed the Hatred and 
Diſlike that was firſt ſhewn to it ; and which 
has continued ever fince, and has at Times 
produced ſuch fatal Effects, as have been ſe- 
verely felt here, and are too much known for 
me to inſiſt upon: I ſhall therefore go on, and 

ſummarily 


(17) 
ſummarily ſhew the Progreſs of this Enmity, 
from that Time to this yery Day ; and there- 
by we ſhall the better arrive at the true Cau- 
ſes of the preſent ill Uſage the Clergy and 
Church of England daily meet with from 
open and private Enemies. When the Diſ- 
ſenters found that whatever Clamours were 
raiſed, or whatever Abettors they had, they 
could, however, make but little Progreſs here, 


as to Power, through the vigilant and ſteady 
Conduct of the glorious Queen Eligabeth, 
then on the Throne; there was then 2 


Detachment made, and ſent into Scotland, of 


thoſe of the Geneva Set, who had imbibed 


the moſt violent Antimonarchial Principles of 


Calvin; and being favoured there by ſome 
particular Circumſtances, the Government 
was under at that Time in that Kingdom, 
they raiſed ſuch Flames, and cauſed ſuch 
Confuſſons, as are not to be expreſſed ; and, in 


ſhort, worked the People up to ſuch a Pitch of 


Enthuſiaſm an Impudence, as to treat their 
| D Sovereigns 


— 1 
3 5 » © — - — 

— — 
— — 


2 * La 2 4 5 
. — 
. ³˙ A <= CI. 


0 — => _ = _ — — = — 2 — _ —_ = = 5 — = 2 : 
—_ — - _ — - * > = — — = » jag — 
8 1 7 = P 4 — * Py * N * — _ — * — — 2 
2 _ — ＋— — — — z ̃ꝓ www © 9 8 — - » W. — a 0 : : 7 _ = —— 4 = > - __ — 2 
= TY —— — PST — — "I — — 4 a r . 
- - - — — — 


1 
| 
| 
[ 
1 
| 
i 


4 * 
—— 
— J =. 


— — 
= =” 
—_ 
„„ — 


— 
—_ — 


1 


618) 


Soyereigns in the vileſt Manner. When 


therefore James the Firſt came to the Throne 
of England, we ought not to warider at the 
ſtrong Diſlike he had to Presbytery, ſince he 
had ſuffered ſo much from it. I am not, 
however, going to defend the hard Uſage 
the Proteſtant Sects met with in his Reign; 
becauſe I think it was neither agreeable to 
Chriſtianity, or ſound Policy: For the Chriſ- 
tian Religion does not allow of Perſecution, 
tho' Perſons may, by their inſolent and provo- 
king Behaviour, in a very great Meaſure de- 
ſerye it; nor does our excellent Church any 
ways encourage it. And on the other hand, 
Policy forbids giving our Enemies any real 
Cauſe of Complaint, and thereby increaſing 
their Party and Strength. All that J ſay, 
therefore, upon that head, is, That no one, who 
confiders the Frailty of human Nature, oyght 
to be in the leaſt ſurpriſed to find that Prince 
to have been ſo very much exaſperated 
againſt the Proteſtant Diflenters, He therefore 

; uſed 


(19) 

uſed them unkindly, and cramped them in 
their Worſhip. This ſtill inflamed the mote 
the Violence of their Principles; and therefore 
in the Reign of his Sueceſſor, meeting with 
a Continuance of the fame Uſage, which 
Charles the Firſt (a Prinee certainly of true 
Piety ) conniyed at moſt fatally for himſelf 
and the Nation, too much diaſſed by the in- 
confiderate Zeal of Men who were much in 
his Favour, and who were more earneſt for 
Unity in divine Worſhip, than was conſiſtent 
with Prudence for them to deſire, or than was 
ever poſſible to be effected in a free Country; 
the Diſfenters, I fay, meeting with a Conti- 
nuance of hard Uſage, tho' perhaps not ſo bad 
as they have endeavoured to make it appear, 
to juſtify their Conduct, moſt artfully took 
Advantage of the Faults and Miſtakes of 
the Government, and joining themſelves to 
good and worthy Men, well affected to 
Church and State, and who only deſired a 
payne Redreſs of Grievances, they fpurred 
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them on by a thouſand Artifices ; and when W 
they had got them ſuch Lengths, (which they te 
really went with a good Deſign, ) that there Q 
was no Poſſibility of drawing back with w. 
Safety, they then got them to go to the ut- lie 
moſt Lengths, and ſerve them in all their | IL 
Views; and at laſt quite deſtroyed both them ä H 
and the Conſtitution, both in Church and | m 
State. What was the Conſequence of this, | D 
I believe is well enough known: What per- Pn 
ſecution in Religion, and what Tyranny in | Pe 
0 Government! And by whom was all this B. 
done, but by the holy perſecuted Men, who lo 
were ſo loud before againſt Oppreſſion, and of 
ſo earneſt for ample Toleration ! But at ca 
laſt they were deſervedly cruſhed themſel ves fal 
by another Sect, with a bold Uſurper at its ref 
Head. After his Deceaſe Matters ſoon fell ch 
into a wretched Anarchy, both as to Church of 
and State. And here let me ſtop one Moment, K 
to obſerve to my Reader to what Extrava- fo 
gances the Mind of Man is apt to carry, itſelf, WI 


—_ 
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when left without ſome proper Guide in Mat- 
ters of Religion: For when the eſtabliſhed 
Church was deftroyed, and eyen Presbytery 
was forced to ſubmit, it is hardly to be be- 
lieved, what numerous Sects ſtarted up into 
Light : For then Men of all Sorts, with no 
Helps of Learning, and ſome ſcarce of com- 
mon Senſe, pretended to great Inſight into 
Divinity; and many endeavoured to pafs for 
inſpired Perſons, and gain'd Credit with ſimple 
People as ſuch. From hence, what horrible 
Blaſphemies, and monſtrous Abſurdities fol- 
lowed, is ſufficiently known by the Hiſtories 
of thoſe Times, which are full of Facts that 
cannot be conteſted. In this Situation of Af- 
fairs the Presbyterians had little Hopes of 
regaining their loſt Power; and therefore they 
choſe at laſt to join with thoſe of the Church 
of England, to call in the true and lawful 
King. With what Reſentment againſt them, 
for his Father's Sufferings and his own, (of 

which they were the cheif Cauſe,) Charles 
PTY | the 
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the” Second came to the Throne, is eaſy to 


imagine For their joining with his Friends 


to call him in, he looked upon as little Me- 
rit, being in a great Meaſure forced fo to do 
by the Situation of their Affairs. I ſhall 
not defend the ill Uſage they met with in 
that Reign, for the Reaſons T gave in ſpeak- 
ing of James the Firſt: J only ſay, as J did 
then, that the King's Hatred of them was na- 
tural, and fach as could be expected. His 
Succeſſor flattered them in Hopes they might 
aſſiſt the Papiſts in deſtroying the eſtabliſhed 
Church, (a Thing he had fo much at heart ;) 
and when they had fo done, he then would 
have involyed them in the fame Ruin. What 
Lengths they went in his Views, urged on 
by their Deſires of Power, and their Deteſta- 
tion of our Church, is enough known, until 
chey happily found their Error, before it was 
too late. | 
Upon the Delivery of this Nation from 
Popery and Slavery by the happy Acceſſion 


of 


(496) 


of William the Third to the Throne, (who 
ought always to be remembered as a Deliye- 
rer ſent by Providence,) the Government, 
both in Church and State, was ſettled upon 
the moſt rational and glorious Foundations ; 
and an ample Toleration granted to all ſuch 
as would giye proper Security for their Be- 
haviour; which included all the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. The Papiſts, indeed, could not 
have the fame Privileges, becauſe they 
would not give the Security required ; nor 
can they eyer doit: For they are by their 
Religion and Principles not only irreconcile- 
able Enemies to the Church, but to the 
State. in: 

Thus I have given as ſuccin& an Account 
as poſſible of the firſt Riſe of the Enemies to 
Church of England, and of their Behaviour 
to this Nay, Any unpreudiced Perſons muſt 
obſerve by it, the frequent Proyocations and 
Inſults that. our Ghurch has met with from 
them, and how near it has been to its total 

| Deſtruction 
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Deſtruction from theſe very Enemies: Yet in 
return for all this Uſage, our excellent 
Church allows the Proteſtant Diſſenters the 
free Exerciſe of their Religion; and they 


now enjoy Liberties and Privileges they 


could never have ſo much as hoped for at 
their firſt Appearance in the World. But 
all this will not do: They are not fatisfied : 
They call the Want of Power Perſecution : 
And unleſs they are made equal to thoſe of 
the Church of, England, that is, unleſs their 
Errors have as much Fayour and Encourage- 
ment ſhewn them as the Orthodoxy of our 
Church, they think themſelves moſt ſeyerely 
perſecuted. This ſhews their Humility and 
Modeſty, and what will content them. 

Thus they remain ſtill inyeterate againſt 
our Religion; and as they (as yet) cannot 
obtain what they ſo earneſtly deſire, they 
proceed in their uſual Methods of railing at 
our Church, and yilifying our Clergy. — 


On 
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On the other hand, the Papiſts, who ex- 
tirpate all that oppoſe their Religion by Fire 
and Sword, wherever they have Power ſo to 
do; and who, by their Religion and Civil 
Principles, cannot give proper Security to 
our Government: They, I ſay, are not eaſy, 
becauſe they have not as open a Toleration as 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters; and ſo by Degrees 
endeayour to become the governing Church, 
by the ſame Steps the Presbyterians are now 
advancing, and got ſo much nearer it 
than themſelves. . This Set of Men never 
conſider what Enormities have been com- 
mitted by their Church in this Iſland ; and 
what Examples are frequent before our Eyes 
of their Behaviour, wherever they are in 
Power, and which, joined to the other poli- 
tical Reaſons, are ſufficient to raiſe- the 
greateſt Deteſtation of them: And notwiths 
ſtanding all this, our Church and Govern- 
ment have ſo much Lenity, as never to put 
in Execution the penal Lays deſeryedly ex- 
| E tant 
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tant againſt them, and which were any one 


to proſecute, muſt be exerciſed with Rigour, 


All this Gentleneſs is ufed towards them 
altho? it is notorions that their Prieſts ſwarm 
here, and are every Day perverting our poor 
and ignorant People, and ſometimes thoſe of 
better. Fortunes, tho' of equal Ignorance. The 
Perſons of this Religion never reflect that 
the Government winks at tlie Concourſe 
there is of them at the Foreign Ambaſſadors 
Chapels in London; and that no Notice is 
taken by cur Church, or the Government, 
that all Noblemen or Gentlemen of that 
perſwaſion are publickly known to have Prieſts 
in their Houſes, and Maſs ſaid there every 
Sunday and Holiday; to which (in the Coun- 
try eſpecially ) all Papiſts who live near con- 
Rantly reſort, All this is dire&ly contrary to 


the know Laws of the Land; and yet they are 


fo far indulged; as to act freely in theſe Points, 
This mild Treatment, however, does not 
content them; nor will they ever be eaſy, un- 
OY | til 
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til they are Maſters of Power, and be once 
more able to lord. it over Mens Conſciences 
and Poſſeſſions: For ſuch is the very Nature 
and Effenge of their Religion. The Papiſts, 
therefore, and the Presbyterians and other Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, are the chief Enemies the 
Church of Huglamd has to deal with, and 
who ſo far agree, as to join their Endeavours 
to deſtroy. it. To theſe we may add a third 
Set, who arcalmoſt beneath our Notice: And 
that is of thoſe Gentlemen who are profeſſed 
Deiſts, (and ſome declare themſelyves Atheiſts.) 
Theſe learned and wiſe Perſons, openly baul 
out in all Places, that there ought to be no 
ſettled Form of Worſhip in any Country; 
and that Churches, and Prieſts of all Sorts, 
are Impoſitions upon the Reaſon of Mankind, 
and are calculated to deceive the World. Some 
of theſe Gentlemen barefacedly write againſt 
Chriſtianity: But they are the leaſt dangerous; 
for as they openly declare their Sentiments 
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and attack the general Senſe of Mankind, it 
is eaſy to find weapons to oppoſe them. But 
thoſe who are conſtantly exclaiming and writ- 
ing againſt the Form of - Worſhip eftabliſhed 
here, and againſt the Order of Men inſtituted 
and ordained for that Worſhip, and who call 
every Thing relating to the Service of God, 
and the Myfteries of Chriſtianity, and the 
Functions of the Clergy, Prieſteraſt; theſe are 
the Men who are to be carefully watched ; 
for both Papiſts and 'Presbyterians ſhelter 
themſelves under their barefaced Irreligion, 

and underhand join and ſpur them on to 
their repeated Infults upon our Church, and 
its/Clergy in particular, and upon all Religi- 

on in general: For they well know, that if 

they can but once raiſe an univerſal Spirit of 

Drſlike to all Religion, the eſtablſhed Church: 

muſt be the firſt Victim to that Diſlike; and 

then in the Diſorders that may enſue from 

thence, they flatter themſel ves they ſhall un- 

doubtedly find their Account. For the 

Presbyterians 
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Presbytetians hope that if they can create 4 
bad Opinion of our eſtabliſned Church, by 
conſtantly taxing it with Prieſtcraft and Po- 
piſh Supeſtitions, and exclaiming againſt our 
Clergy, as Ambitious, Avaritious, and, in ſhort, 
guilty of all Vices, then, in all Probability; 
their Model will be followed. The Papiſts 
believe, that if they can, by the Methods 
1 have before mentioned, procure an ill 
Opinion of the Church of England by In- 
nuendoes, that notwithſtanding all our boaſted 
Reformation, and our Endeayours to bring 
Religion to Reaſon, yet we are very far from 
having compaſſed our Ends; and that, in ſhort, 
we have as many Vices in our Clergy, and as 
muchO ) pprefſion and Prieſtcraftin ourt: urch, 

as if we had never talked of Reformation: 1 
fay, they believe that if they can bring the Na a- 
tion into thisWay of thinking, they ſhall inſen⸗ 
ſibly prepare them for receiving their Religi- 
on, in which they publickly own all Reaſon 
to be inſufficient, and totally uſeleſs; and the 
ſtrongeſt 


(39) 
ſtrongeſt Faith abſolutely requiſite; and in 
which they pretend it is finful to uſe Reaſon 


to weaken Faith. Thus theſe three different 
Sets of Enemies join to ruin the Church of 


England by Law eſtabliſhed ; and I think it 


appears evidently what the Views of two of 
them are; and as for the third, there is ſo lit- 
tle Shew of Reaſoning in their Conduct, that 
it is hard to ſay what is their View: The moſt 
probable Conjecture is, that when all Notions 
of Religion are totally deſtroyed here, they 
may then have full Liberty to indulge their 
violent Paſſions and wretched Vices, without 
any ſort of Moleſtation. fk 
When I have thus laid before my 7 good- 
natured Reader what are the Sources of the 
Hatred againſt our Church, and what are the 
Men who are continually. undermining it, 
he will be no Ways aſtoniſhed at the Abuſes 
both it and 1ts Cle 1gy have conſtantly met 
with: I muſt, however, beg his Patience un- 
til I haye fill more plainly made appear the 
Injuſtice 
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Injuſtice of their Aſſertions, and the craving 
and encroaching Spirit of both Papiſts and 
Presbyterians: For I think no true Eugliſb- 
man can ever be poſſeſſed with too ſtrong 
an Affection for our moſt excellent Conſti- 
tution in Church and State, and with too vi- 
olent a Deteſtation of thoſe Enemies, who 
endeayour daily to ruin and deſtroy whatever 
is precious in the Eyes of all who abhor 
Superſtition, and arbitrary Power, or Anarchy 
in all Matters, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. 
As laſt Year the Presbyterians were very 
warm in their Conſultations about applying 
for a Repeal of thoſe Laws, which alone 
prevent them from being upon an Equality 
with us, and conſequently being Maſters of 
more Power than 1s conſiſtent with the pru- 
dent Rules of Government for them to 
have; and as at preſent they ſeem diſpoſed 
(by what appears at this Time in their Con- 
duct, and by ſome very broad Hints) moſt 
cunningly and wickedly to take Advantage 
* of 
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of the preſent Poſture of Affairs; and up- 
on the enſuing Election endeavour, by the 
Promiſe (or Performance) of their Services 
to purchaſe the Fayour they ſo long have 
been ſoliciting for, and making it theirStudy 
to obtain by all poſſible Artifices; I ſay, as 
this plainly appears to be their View, it will 
not be amiſs to ſhew why that Favour ſhould 
ever be denied them, and why they ought to 
think themſelves happy as they now are, and 
never try to encroach upon that Church 
which amply tolerates them with ſo much 
Goodneſs; and at the ſame Time it will be 
evidently clear, that it can never be the In- 
tereſt of this Nation to let them be upon any 
other Foot than they now are. 

Several Pamphlets have already fel 
publiſhed i in their Fayour, in a very inſolent 
Stile, and with great Scurrility of Language, 
againſt the Biſhops of our Church, and ſeye- 
ral other Perſons, whom they juſtly imagine 


will endeavour (as it is their Duty) to fruf 
rate 


( 33 ) 
trate their Attempts: And in theſe Writings 
all Men who are againſt the Repeal of thoſe 
Laws that they now quarrel with, are term'd 
ſuperſtitious Bigots, and fond of Perſecution. 
I ſhall nor give my ſelf the leaſt Trouble to 
examine any Thing that has been written by 
theſe vain Railers, but proceed immediately to 
the Matter in hand: I muſt, however, premiſe 
that I ſhall no Ways enter into the religious 
Diſputes between our Church and them, be- 
cauſe that has been done with great Succeſs by 
very able Pens: And J think, to any unpre- 
judiced Perſon, it muſt pretty plainly appear 
we are infinitely ſuperior to them; and that 
our Divines are abſolutely the Conquerors. 
We muſt firſt lay it down as a Thing that 
admits of no Diſpute, that there is an abſo- 
lute Neceſlity of there being an eſtabliſhed 
Church: This is I think fo clear, that there 
needs no Loſs of Time to prove tt; and I. 
think it as clear, that there can be but one: 


It is eaſy for any, Man to ſuggeſt to himſelf 
F the 
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the horrible Confuſions that muſt follow from 
there being no eſtabliſhed Church, or from 
there being ſeveral. To this the Presbyteri- 
ans themſelves agree, as witneſs Scotland, Ge- 
ne va, Holland, Sc. Where, whatever Liberty 
of Conſcience may be ſo much talked of, (in 
the latter only I mean,) yet every civil Em- 
ploy ment is in the Hands of thoſe of the eſtab- 
liſhed Church. Since, therefore, this ſeems a 
Point not to be controverted, it remains that 
we define how a national Church onght to be 
\ conſtituted: It ought, in the firſt Place, to 
have no Tenets, or any Thing belonging to 
it, that is cither cruel or ſuperſtitious ; for the 
firſt excites Men to perſecute thoſe who differ 
from them ; the other ſo enſlaves their Minds, 
as to diſpoſe them to believe and act the moſt 


monſtrous Abſurdities. Our Church has been 


(as I ſaid before) ſufficiently cleared from any 
of theſe Imputations. In the next Place, the 


and 


Miniſters and Rulers of this Church ought to 
behaye with great Moderation and Decency ; 


(35) 


and the Clergy in general ſhould defire no 
Dominion or Goyernment over the Laity, and 
ſhould neither inſpire or nouriſh a Spirit of 
Perſecution: They ſhould, in fine, be regular 
in their Morals, exemplary in their Behaviours, 
careful and aſhduous in their Function. Let 
us ſee if either Papiſts or Presbyterians an- 
{wer this Definition: The Romiſh Clergy 
are remarkable for being guilty of the moſt 
cruel Tyranny and Perſecution, as Examples 
of the paſt and preſent Time have amply 
demonſtrated; and they are very ſignally 
guilty of the moſt flagrant Vices of all Sorts, 
as ſome late Inſtances have ſufficiently pro- 
ved, and many others too numerous now to 
mention. The Presbyterian Teachers are 
known to be exceeding over-bearing in all Fa- 
milies where they frequent, whom indeed 
they generally govern, and are looked upon 
amongſt them as ſo many holy living Oracles ; 
and nothing can be too good, or too much, 
for the Virtue and Piety of theſe Saints: 
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Their Avarice, their Hypocriſy, their proud 
perſecuting Spirit, has been always obſerved 
to be upon pretty much the ſame Foot as 
the Romiſh Clergy, as indeed the Genius of 
their pretended Church is as ayerſe to tole- 
rate what they think ſinful, as the other, 
which they hold every Thing to be, that dif- 
fers from them. As to other Vices, we are to 


conſider that the Number of the Presbyterian 


Teachers is infinitely ſmaller, in Proportion, 
than the Romiſh Clergy, and their Situation 
abſolutely different; but whether they are 
guilty of as many, or not, 1s hard to deter- 
mine; if they be, it muſt be confeſſed they 
have the good Fortune to keep them more 
private; ſo I ſhall not inſiſt upon that Head. 
I believe I may venture to affirm, That it is 


not poſſible to find any one Body of Men 


guilty of ſo few Vices as our Clergy, not in 
the whole World: The Regularity and De- 
cency of their Behaviour, in general, may 
with Juſtice be taken Notice of; and in one 


particular 
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particular Inſtance, was recorded with Ho- 
nour ; for their Enemies, againſt their Will, 


have witnefſed the Truth of it: At the 


Time that our Conſtitution in Church and 
State was deſtroyed, the Presbyterians perſe- 


cuted our Clergy to ſuch a Degree, that they 


were not only turned out of their Livings, 
but were even forbid to keep School, or take 
any other honeſt Way (ſuitable to their for- 
mer Life or Function) to get a mere Subſiſ- 
tance. Not content with this, the Parliament 
ſent Commiſſioners into every Shire and Coun- 
ty to enquire into the Morals and Behaviours of 
the Clergy of the Church of England, in or- 
der to blacken them the more, and give a bet- 
ter Colour to all ill Uſage of them. It is ea- 
ſy to ſuppoſe that no Pains was ſpared, no 


Means was left untried, that their Malice 


could invent, to make them appear as guilty 
as poſſible : But when they had done their 
utmoſt, they could make no more of it but 
this, That ſome few were a little irregular, and 

the 
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the Majority were found to have committed 
no other Crimes but of ſmoaking Tobacco, 
and of going ſometimes to Aſhby de la Zouch, 
a Place garriſoned by the King's Troops. 
There were but a very few accuſed of real 
Crimes: White was the Man who drew up 
the Report; and Mr. Walker afterwards, in 
his Apology for them, juſtified thoſe who 
were accuſed, as having been noted with In- 
famy upon very unjuſt Grounds, Such was 
our Clergy in thoſe Days; and I hope they 
are not worſe now, than they were then. 
That they haye not a Spirit of Perſecution 
themſelyes, nor do endeayour to inſtil it into 
others, is evident from the great Gentleneſs 
that is ſhewn to all Seas whatſoever, how 
ridiculous and abſurd ſoever their Tenets be: 
Which could not be, did our Religion, or 
the Miniſters of it, make it their Study to 
imbue the Laity with an utter: Deteſtation 
and Abhorrence of all Religions but their 
own, And this will appear more clearly, if we 
conſider 


c 
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conſider that our Legiſlature is compoſed of 
Perſons of the eſtabliſhed Church, who, were 
they educated with a Spirit of Bigotry and 
Superſtition, Perſecution would be the natu- 
ral Conſequence of it. And no political 


Reaſons whatſoeyer could prevent it: As for 
Example, it is plain that it was entirely 


againſt the Intereſt of France to perſecute and 


drive out the Proteſtants ; and every Man at 
the Helm muſt know it; for they were no 
Fools: But for all that, the Dictates of their 
Religion, and the Inſtigations of their Prieſts, 
made them act in ſuch a Manner, as ought to 
ereate a due Abhorrence of ſuch inhuman Pro- 
ceedings ; and gave ſuch a Blow to that Nati- 
on, as it will not eaſily recover. Now if our 
Religion or Clergy inſpired ſuch Violences, 
we ſhould from our Youth have imbibed ſuch 
Notions ; and our Practice to the contrary, 
evidently ſhews we have not. We defy the 
Diſſenters of all Sorts to produce an Inſtance 
of any Nation, who treats Nonconformiſts 

| with 
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with as much or more Lenity than we do. 


+ As to what the Proteſtant Sets met with un. ” 
ö | der James, and Charles the Firſt and Second, yi 
. I have already accounted for that; and I ſhall | 
4 only add, That it was ſome particular Circum- * 
4 ſtances of the Times and Government was the R 
Occaſion of it, and no ways the Genius of | ſt 
. our Church or Clergy: For all reaſonable S. 
5 Men of our Communion did then, and do ſtill fo 
diſapprove of all Violences committed then, or N fle 


any Time, upon any Account whatſoe ver. 
How the Proteſtant Sects behaved when in 
Power, I have alſo taken Notice of. Thus 
it appears that our Church and Clergy anſwer, 
as near as poſſi ble, the Definition J have given 
of a national eſtabliſned Church and Clergy: 


I ſhall ſay nothing more on this Head, but tic 
that to compleat the Character of our Clergy, Pr 
we venture to affirm, That no Nation or ve 
Church can produce ſuch a Number of learn- to 


ed Men in ſeveral Sciences, but moſt in their — 
own, and ſuch great Preachers, as are to be Gl 
met 
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met with i our Clergy; It is ſuperfluous 
to mention Tillotſon, Sonth, tc. Men of 
moſt divine Eloquence, ſo juſtly admired 
whilſt living, and whoſe Works claim the 
Reverence of the preſent Age, and will be e- 
ſteemed as long as the Eugliſh Nation and Lan- 
guage laſt, And as for thoſe ſtill living, I ſhalf 
forbear to ſpeak of them, leaſt T may ſeem to 
flatter them, or be thought partial to any: 


Nam vivorum ut magua Admiratio, 
Ita cen ſura dificilis eft. VEI. PATERC, 


Alt J ſay, is, That the next Age will admire 
ſome of theſe, as much as we now do the great 
Men I have already mentioned. 

The Performances of the Papiſts, and par- 
ticularly of the Presbyterians, and the other 
Proteſtant Sects, in this kind, are generally 
very mean, and no one in his Senſes can dare 
to compare them to ours, | 

From what has been ſaid of our Church and 
Glergy, Ethink it-is plain they are the fitteſt of 

pot ] G | any 
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any yet known (or that can be found) to com- 


poſe our Religious Eſtabliſhment here: It re- 
mains, therefore, that we obſerve how unfit 
thoſe are who are daily endeavouring to en- 


croach upon our eſtabliſhed Church, and par- 


ticularly the Presbyterians, (whom I am now 
treating of,) who are aiming at the Re- 
peal of thoſe Laws which alone keep them 


from being upon an Equallity with us: It is. 


moſt carefully to be obſerved, that the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Government of Prodbytery 1s very 
near as ſtrong and rigorous, as that of the 
Church of Rome; as, for Inſtance, in dgotland 
and Geneva, where they take great Liberties 


with the Laity, and ſhew them the Power 


they have over them; fo that our Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Courts, ſo much complained of here, are 
nothing to them: Ours, indeed, may have 


they were certainly right, as will be ackno w- 


ledged, if eyer we come to be without them, 
Wherever 


Abuſes in them, (as the beſt Things are abu- 
ſed) yet in their Eſtabliſhment and Deſign 
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Wherever Eccleſiaſtical Governinent is 
ſtrong, there will the Eccleſiaſticks exact a 
Reverence and Submiſſion from the Laity; 
which would be refuſed them, had they not 
Power to back their Demands. From hence 
it will happen that they will influence Fa- 
milies, and work the Maſters of them up 
to do whatever ſhall be the Intereſt of their 
Church, and particularly inſpire a Spirit of 
Hatred and Dilike to all other Religions, ſo 
as not to grant them any Toleration. This 
is the Caſe wherever Presbytery is uppermoſt; 
except in Holland, where it muſt be confeſſed 
the State is ſo wiſe as to know what is their 
Intereſt. But it is likewiſe to be obſerved, 
that without Trade Holland would be a mere 
Cypher, a Nothing in Europe And how 
Perſecution is deſtructive to Commerce, is ſu- 
perfluous to mention. And if their Nation 
was reduced to nothing, the Clergy could not 
only not have Power, but could not ſubſiſt: 


So that they haye only theſe two Things to 
G 2 chuſe 
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chuſe out of, viz. Either to tolerate others, an 
or not to be themſelves. But there is no other m. 

Place preciſely under the ſame Circumſtan- 
j ces: For altho? this Nation would ſuffer infi- 1 
i nitely if its Trade was impaired, yet it would ax 
5 not be its abſolute Deſtruction; for it did ſub- ld an 
: ſift, and we were a People of ſome Conſidera- = 
9 tion, before any Toleration was granted here, 1 
; that 1s, before Trade flouriſhed as it does now. | fo 
' So that the Caſe is this, Had we an eſtabliſn- Pe 
6 ed Church here, whoſe Maxin. hould be de 
| averſe to any Toleration, we might. ſtill be a Ge 
Nation, tho of much leſs Power and Conſfide- | cl: 
ration in Europe. The Clergy of ſuch a Li 
Church as I mention, would never put the Re 
Trade, that is, the Grandeur and Power of Re 
their Country, in Competition with what they as 
call Conſcience, i. e. they would neyer in- by 


ſpire the Laity with a Spirit of Tolerating 
other Secs, to.diminiſh their Power, altho' it 
increaſed that of the Nation. This is the very 
Caſe in all Popiſh Countries, and in Geneva 

St. | and 
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and Scotland, and wherever Church Govern 
ment, of any Sort, has any Strength. 

Thus, in a political View, it is certainly 
much againft our Inetreſt to ſubmit to Preſ- 
bytery; and certainly, both as to publick 
and private Felicity, our Church is far pre- 
ferrable; for it grants an ample Toleration 
without Murmuring ; and its Clergy are not 
found to be oyerbearing, and meddling in 
Peoples Families, but behave with decent Mo- 
deſty and Hemility, and are employed in the 
Government of their Church; and as they 
claim no Dominion nor Authority over the 
Laity, and expect no other than the decent 
Reverence that is due to their Function, the 
ReſpeR that is ſhewn them is doubly agreeable, 
as it is not the Conſequence of a {ervile "_— 
but 1 is paid to their Merit. 

Leaſt I ſhould be asked, To what Purpoſe 
is this Compariſon between the Church of 
_ England and the Proteſtant Diſſenters? I muſt 
here obſerve, that their Deſue of the Repeal 
| of 
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of the Teſt and Corporation Acts, aims at 
nothing leſs, but being in Proceſs of Time 
Maſters of all the Power they wiſh for. This 
will ſeem the eafier to comprehend, if we 
conſider, that what makes a Church be an 


_ eſtabliſhed Church, is to enjoy Privileges 


beyond thoſe who are only tolerated : Now 
if Perſons of another Religion ſhare the 


Power and Profits of Places and Preferments 


with thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church, what 
particular Privileges can ſhe be ſaid to en- 


joy? Can any one doubt, that by the ſame 


Way of thinking and proceeding, it is not 
full as reaſonable that their Teachers ſhould 
have a Maintenance by Law, and ſo ſhare 
the Beneficies with our Clergy? And cer- 
tainly, that will in Time be the Conſequence 
of repealing the Laws which ſhut them out 
from Civil Employments ; and then we may 
very juſtly ſay, That we ſhall have two eſta- 
bliſhed Churches. This they are ſenſible of 


themſelves; for in ſome of their late Writings 
| they 


(47) 


they do affirm there ought to be two eſtab. 
liſhed Churches, as in a Letter ſigned Phil. 
Eleutherus, in the Whitehall Evening Poſt, 
December 16. 1732, more fully appears. 
As to the Letter itſelf, it requires no An- 
ſwer; for the Contents of it are beneath our 
Notice. 

Now ſuppoſe two eftabliſhed Churches: Is 
it not true, to a Demonſtration, that they who 
think ours yery ſinful, and next to downright 


Popery, muſt endeavour the Deſtruction of it 


as ſoon as they poſſibly can? For (beſides 
that they are not diſpoſed to tolerate any 
Thing that differs from them) their Hatred 
to our Church is ſo ſettled, as not to be re- 
moved, 

The many Steps we have ſet in Conde- 
ſcenſion to them, and which ſhew us inclined 
to an Accommodation; the great Care in com- 
poſing our Liturgy; and the taking out eve- 


ry Thing that might give (juſtly) any Of- 
fence; all theſe haye ſignified nothing; and 


they 
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they are as averſe to us as ever: They will 


have the whole aboliſhed, or nothing. 
1 Is it our Clergy, or their Teachers who 1 
| ; keep up the Difference? Whoſe Intereſt is t 
5 i the moſt, that we ſhould diſagree? Do our t 
? Clergy ſuffer by their ſtanding-ont ? Is not 7 
þ their Maintenance ſecured by Law ? Will not \ 
; the Diſfenting Minifters loſe by an Accom- a 
; modation? For their Matntenance, which is ; O 
| from voluntary Contributions, muſt fall to : 5» 
ö the Ground. Thus it appears, at whoſe Poor N 
it is to be laid, the keeping the Breach ſtill fe 
wide between us. P 
Now to proceed in relation to the Repeal 
of the Corporation and Teſt Acts: It may C 
poſſibly be ſaid, That it might be thought tc 
that Places, and Power, and Preferments, al 
would be more probably diſtributed to w 
| Perfons of the Church of England, if of th 
equal Capacity; ſo that the Proteſtant Diſ- he 
| ſenters would not have any great Chance ſa 
of Fe in. But this would be a miſtaken 


Aſſertion, 
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Aſſertion, for who fees not, that if ever there 


ſhould be an Adminiſtration which ſhould 
require Men determined to go all Lengths, 
that then the Proteſtant Diſſenters would offer 
themſelves for any Service, ſo they might get 
into Power, to be able afterwards to cruſh thoſe 
who ſhould employ them; and then give 
a Looſe to their Principles, by deſtroying 
our Conſtitution in Church and State? The 
Jeſuits, I believe, are not the only Set of 
Men, who will commit almoſt any Crimes 
for the Propagation and Advantage of their 
Religion and Order. 
The Plea that their Acts keeps out the 
Conſcientious Men only, is the very Reaſon 
for not repealing it; ſince they are thoſe, who 
are moſt to be fb; ſince their Conſcience is 
what prompts them to aboliſh every Thing 
they think ſinful ; and that is the Foot they 
held our. Church upon. Much has been 
{aid about profaning the Sacrament, and of 


n Rights, Sc. all which, were very 
| H excellently 
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excellently anſwered, in a Pamphlet pub- 
liſhed laſt Winter, intitled, The Diſpute ad- 
juſted, Sc. The Presbyterians, 
and other Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſay ſtill far- 
ther, That their Merits are very great, upon 
Account of their ſtrong Attachment to the 
Auguſt Family on the Throne; and 
to the preſent Adminiſtration: Whereby 
they ſeem to inſinuate, that thoſe of the eſtab- 
lſhed Church are not ſo well affected. 
Now it ought, according to Reaſon, to be 
ſuppoſed, that thoſe of the Church of Eng- 
land are better affected to the Royal Family, 
and to the Government, as their Principles 
are for Monarchy; whereas, the Presby- 
terians, Sc. are known to be no Friends to 
that. And as to their Affection to our gra- 
cious Soyerign and his Family, beſides that, 
it is their Duty, it is their Intereſt, to be his 
firm Friends; for could they hope for the 
Advantages they now enjoy from a Popiſh 
Prince, and an Arbitary Government? And 
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as for their Republican Principles, Experi- 


ence has ſhewn them, they will neyer do here- 


So that they plead a great Merit, for being 
attached to the only Family and Govern- 
ment, that would ſuffer them to exiſt here. 
And therefore, if People deſerve Rewards, 
for knowing and keeping up to their own 


Intereſt, they moſt certainly do. 


I have now done with one Set of Enemies 
to our excellent Church, and muſt now have 
a Word or two with the Papiſts; who not 
content, with under-hand Railing at our 
Church and Clergy, are continually increa- 
ſing their Number, by many and various 
Artifices, which catch the ignorant, poor, and 
filly People; and ſometimes, thoſe of a Rank 
above the Vulgar. Their Prieſts appear 
here in all Shapes, and pretend to be Men of 
all Profeſſions, and of all Ways of think- 
ing: They endeayour, (as I have before 
ſaid,) to raiſe and nouriſh a careleſs irreli- 
gious Temper of Mind amongſt us, to make 
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us quarrel with our Eſtabliſned Church, and 
with all the Forms of Worſhip publickly 
known here; and then, by Degrees, they 
inſinuate their own pernicious Doctrine, 


Whenever they find any Perſons diſguſted at 


their Miniſter, (as ſometimes happens through 
Imprudence on both Sides, about "Temporal 
Affairs,) they then ply them cloſe, vilify 
our Clergy in general, tax them with Avarice, 
and then ſay, they. will perform all Spiritual 
Offices for. them, without any Deſire of Re- 
ward. Upon this, theſe poor deluded Wretches 
think them holy Men, and theirs a moſt ex- 
cellent Religion : Without reflecting, that 
if they were an Eſtabliſhed Church here, 


they would play as vile Pranks as they 


did before the Reformation. 


The Ignorance of theſe poor Creatures 
hinders them from knowing what has paſt 
in the World, and what ſtill daily does hap- 
pen, in relation to the Romiſh Church; and 


theſe Prieſts moſt artfully hide from them 
| the 
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the worſt Part of Popery, and ſhew them 
only the moſt beautiful and ſpecious Side of 
the Queſtion ; which they ſtill colour and 
varniſh, to give it a better Look. 

And it is to be obſerved, That thoſe who 
have not been in Countries where Popery 
rides triumphant, can ever imagine that 
Church, or its Clergy, to be half ſo bad as 
they really are; and for the Truth of this, 
I appeal to all thoſe who have ſtaid any 


Time in Popiſh Countries. The Seminaries 
of St. Omer's and Doway (thoſe Neſts of 
Traitors and Jacobites) are not kept up for 
nothing ; and from thence we are amply 
ſtocked with Miſſionaries 3 for whom the 
Lady P——e' has built a Chapel, and al- 
lowed other Conveniences, at the Capuchins 


Convent at Calais, in their Way to and from 
England. And when they are here, they 
leave no Stone unturned to obtain their 
Ends. They have, as I am credibly informed, 
a Popiſh Hierarchy here, exerciſed in every 

County 
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County by Popiſh Biſhops, ſent from the 


Church of Rome for the good of the Papal ; 

Cauſe. There are ſome other Abuſes here, 
of very bad Conſequence in my Opinion: K 
Every Roman Catholick Ambaſſador is bi 
| allowed a Chapel for himſelf and his 1 
ö Family: This is highly reaſonable; but in- 2 
; ſtead of its being only put to that Uſe, and of 
f ſupply'd only by ſuch Prieſts as come over _ 
{ with the Ambaſſador, it is a Receptacle for th 
. Eugliſb, Iriſh, and Scotch Prieſts; and there 4 
they are encouraged and protected; and from 4 
thence many of them iſſue out for the pious bi 
Work of making Profelytes ; and in theſe * 
Chapels, every Thing is performed in Eng- a 
liſh, but juſt the Maſs, which muft be in 
Latin, though Maſs-Books are printed in 01 
London, with the Engliſh on one Side, and po 
the Latin on the other. Pty Inn | 
Thus is the Intent and Deſign of theſe che 


Chapels quite perverted, and their chief tho 
Ule is to encourage and ſuſtain the Popiſh act 
| Religion 
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Religion here, and to protect thoſe who 
draw away his Majeſty's Subjects from the 
Religion by Law eſtabliſhed, and from the 
Allegiance and Duty that they owe their So- 
vereign ; for the one muſt be the Conſe- 
quence of the other; and it is Nonſenſe to 
ſuppoſe otherwiſe. Now in France, if any 
of the King of France his Subjects go to 
our Chapel, or the Dutch Ambaſſadors, 
they are ſeized as ſoon as they get out 
of his Doors; and there is all the Difficulty 
imaginable to get them out of Priſon. This 
was told me by his Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
at the Court of France; and I know myſelf 
to be abſolutely true, 

I am not for having this imitated here: 
Our Religion needs not ſuch violent Sup- 
ports ; but I thiak, our gentle Behaviour here, 
in Compariſon of what I have juſt now men- 


| tioned, ought to make both Ambaſſadors, and 


thoſe who ſerve and frequent their Chapels, 
at with more Modeſty and Caution. There 
N is 
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is, moreover, afiother Thing which muſt not. 


be omitted: Almoſt every Popiſh Noble- 
man or Gentleman in the County, is known 
to have a Prieſt of his Religion in his Houſe, 
to perform their Service: This our Govern- 
ment winks at; but is it not horrible Ingrati- 
tude in theſe Perſons, to ſuffer and encourage 
theſe Prieſts to pervert our poor People, 
and to furniſh them Money for that Purpoſe, 
and all other Means of Deluſion ? This I 
know to be Fact; and I can prove it, if I 
would name the Perſons and Places; ; nay 

they go ſo far, as to take People's Children 
(who are very poor) by the Parent's Conſent 
into their Houſes, meerly to bring them up 
Papiſts. What is the Uſe and Deſign of 
theſe Converſions, if it be not, to endea- 


vour to get ſuch a Majority amongſt the Peo- 
ple, as to be able in Time, by their Means, 
to overthrow both Church and State, to in- 
troduce their own ſuperſtitious and tyran- 
nical Religion? 
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From what has been faid in theſe Papers, 
I may very naturally ſubmit to the Judg- 
ment of every unprejudiced Perſon, whe- 
ther the Clamours againſt Religion in ge- 
neral, and the Eſtabliſhed Church in parti- 
cular, and the conſtant Abuſes that the 
Clergy, both ſuperior and inferior, meet with 
in the Diſcourſes and infamous Writings that 
are daily ,publiſhed, do not proceed from one 
of thoſe three Sources, vg. either from Men 
who are for no Religion at all, or from thoſe 
who are for introducing either Popery or 
Presbytery. It then remains to conſider, 
whether it will be' moſt for the Benefit of 
this Nation, tc aboliſh all ſettled Forms of 
Worſhip, and ſo leave every one to their 
own Way of Thinking and Acting? and 
whether Morality, and the proceeding be- 
tween Man and Man, will go on then in a 
better Channel than they now do? If this 
Project is not approved of, the next Con- 


ſideration is, Whether the Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
1 vernment 
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more for the Glory and Greatneſs of this 
Nation? If this be found, upon Conſidera- 
tion, (as it was by Experience, ) to be en- 
tirely contrary to the Felicity of this Land, 
we may be ſure that Popery and its in- 
ſeparable Companions, arbitary Power and 
Slavery, (for Perſecution always wants de- 
ſpotick Power to aſſiſt its Fury,) will never 
agree with our Tempers, nor with the Prof. 


perity of this Nation. 


It appears then upon the Whole, and muſt 
be clearly ſo to every thinking Man, That 
our Conſtitution at preſent, is the | beſt we 
can invent or deſire. The 'beſt of Things 
may meet with ſome Abuſes; but, I be- 


lieve, we have fewer now in Church and 


State, then was ever known in this Iſland. 
1 would, therefore, moſt earneſtly exhort 
my Countrymen, to be in great Unanimity 
and Cordiality one with another: I would 


) 


have 


ment of Presbytery, will be more to our 
Purpoſe, and their Republican Maxims, 
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haye the Presbyterians be content with the 
Privileges they now enjoy; and all the Pro- 
teſtant Seas think themſel ves happy with 
the Toleration that is now granted them: 
And as I do, from my Soul, utterly abhor 
and deteſt all Perſecution, I would not have 
People call themſelyes preſecuted, when they 
enjoy all Freedom and Eaſe in their 
Poſſeſſions, and have an ample Liberty of 
Conſcience : And I would have them re- 
flet, That Power has nothing to do with 
Conſcience; and that it is contrary to the 
Chriſtian Spirit to be deſirous of it; and, in 
fine, that it is not conſiſtent with the Peace 
of their Country, to have what they de- 
ſire; and that they could not expect the 
ſame they now have, under any other Go- 
vernment whatſoever: And I would adviſe 
the Papiſts to be entirely eaſy, ſince they en- 
Joy more Liberty and Quiet than (conſider- 
ing all Things) they either deſerye, or could 
poſhbly expect. | 
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As to thoſe of the Church of England, 
I would have them be upon their Guard, 
and not be deccived, and led to Join the Cry 
of thoſe who rail againſt the Church and 
Clergy, ſince IJ have ſhewn the Views they 
have in ſo doing. And they ought to con- 
tinue the ſame benign and gentle Diſpoſition 
towards all thoſe who differ from them, 
which they now ſo worthily practiſe ; and 
in ſo doing, act up to the Principles of that 
Religion which they profeſs. 

And the Laity ſhould pay that Re- 
verence to the Clergy, that is due to their 
Function and good Behaviour; and if there 
be {Me unhappy Men in fo large a Body, 
I hope they will not let the Faults and 
Frailties of thoſe few refle& upon the whole 
Order, ſince all Failings and Crimes are per- 
ſonal, unleſs when protected and encouraged 
by all thoſe of the ſame Order with the Guil- 
ty, as is done in the Romiſh Clergy, and 
particularly amongſt the Jeſuits, of which 

| we 
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we have had a late famous Inſtance ; 
but which Method of Proceeding our Church 
abhors. And I would ſtill farther beg the 
Laity to conſider, That as we do not live in 
the Times of primitive Chriſtianity, where 
the Spirit of Charity was ſo frequent, the 
Clergy have need of ſomething more than 
juſt enough to keep Body and Soul toge- 
ther ; and that they haye a Rank in Life to 
maintain, which if they cannot do, and are 
obliged to do mean Things, for the Support 
of themſelves and Families, (for they are 
Men, and have human Frailties,) their Doc- 
trines can never be of that Force, in this 
deprayed World, as when it comes from 
Perſons in full Affluence of Fortunes, and 
at Eaſe in their Circumſtances: Nor can 
the Clergy have their Thoughts at Liberty 
enough to ſhine in their Office, unleſs their 
Minds be at Eaſe. When theſe Things are 
duly conſidered, the Clergy will not be fo 
often taxed with Ayarice, and a worldly Diſ— 
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poſition, as they now are. If I might be 
thought worthy to give any Advice to that 
Order of Men, it ſhould be conſtantly to 
behave as becomes their Function; and 
by the'r good Conduct in Life, and by 
their Piety, Modeſty, and Charity, to make 
themſel ves juſtly reverenced and beloved 
by all under their Care. 

And I hope that thoſe who are in the 
Practice of theſe Virtues will continue in it; 
and thoſe wha are not, will endeayour to 
arrive at it. 

Finally, I muſt obſerve, That Charity in 
Religion, and Unity in the State, is the moſt 
likely Method to preſerve our preſent happy 
Conſtitution, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; 
and whilſt we enjoy that, we ſhall be in full 
Poſſeſſion. of all our Rights and Liberties 
under the moſt Auguſt and Gracious Prince 
now on the Throne; and under him and his 


Family remain a brave, free, and happy 
People. 3 4 


1 
2 


